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NEWS RELEASE 

 
Sony Honda Mobility Initiates AFEELA 1 Trial Production in Ohio, 

Establishes New "Quality Gate" Inspection Facility 
 

Robot assembling door panels to the AFEELA 1 body-in-white on the production line. 
 
Tokyo, January 2, 2026 – Sony Honda Mobility Inc. (SHM) announced today that it recently conducted 
trial production runs of its first model, AFEELA 1, using the production line at the East Liberty Auto 
Plant of its contract manufacturing partner, Honda Development & Manufacturing of America, LLC 
(Honda). This trial was conducted as part of the preparation process for mass production. SHM also 
announced the establishment of Quality Gate, a quality inspection facility in East Liberty, Ohio that will 
be used to perform additional unique, multi-faceted inspections on vehicles manufactured in 
accordance with SHM’s exacting specifications and Honda's rigorous quality checks. 
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A newly introduced robot polishing the AFEELA 1 for paint undercoat preparation. 
 
The production of AFEELA requires the integration of strict manufacturing quality, but also the 
uniqueness of an innovative electric vehicle with 40 sensors, panoramic screens, in-car applications, 
and advanced technologies such as AI and connectivity. After receiving vehicles produced in 
accordance with SHM’s precise specifications and Honda's strict quality standards, SHM will conduct 
further unique inspections at Quality Gate to ensure the specific quality levels aimed for by the AFEELA 
brand. 
 
The Quality Gate facility is planning to conduct unique inspections from two primary perspectives to 
comprehensively guarantee AFEELA's quality: 
 
 Function Inspection: In addition to traditional manufacturing quality, SHM will verify the 

operation of AFEELA's unique intelligent functions, including the in-vehicle Infotainment system, 
various sensors, and connectivity stability. 
 

 Exterior Inspection: SHM will thoroughly verify the perfection of the exterior design that 
symbolizes the AFEELA brand. This involves precise inspection of design elements, including 
vehicle surface continuity, reflection uniformity, and accurate color.  

 
Furthermore, Quality Gate serves as a feedback function for production quality stabilization. Various 
data collected at the facility will be fed back to SHM's vehicle design department and the 
manufacturing floor at Honda's East Liberty Auto Plant, contributing to the stabilization of AFEELA's 
production quality and continuous improvement. 
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Quality Gate inspection of AFEELA 1’s in-vehicle infotainment system. 

 

“We will ensure that all integrated functions installed in the vehicle operate completely as 
designed to deliver the experience promised by AFEELA. We will provide not only technology 
but also the highest reliability. This is our commitment to our customers.” 
Susan Dulik, Product Quality Manager, Quality Control, Sony Honda Mobility of America Inc. 

Performing exterior inspection of AFEELA 1 at the proprietary Quality Gate. 
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About AFEELA 
“AFEELA” represents the fusion of intelligence and emotion in motion. It’s mobility that senses you—
and that you can feel. At its core, AFEELA brings to life a next-generation driving experience built on 
advanced sensing, interactive technology, and human-centered design. The AFEELA 1 will be the 
brand’s first production model, scheduled for deliveries in California in 2026. 
 
About Sony Honda Mobility 
Sony Honda Mobility Inc. (SHM), a Mobility Tech Company established in 2022 by Sony Group 
Corporation and Honda Motor Co., Ltd., aims to lead innovation in the industry with its purpose “Move 
people, through the pursuit of innovation with diverse inspirations”. Combining the technologies and 
expertise of the two companies, SHM will develop and provide high value-added mobility products 
and services for mobility with various partners and creators. “AFEELA 1” is now available for reservation 
in California, USA. For more information, please visit us at https://www.shm-
afeela.com or Instagram, YouTube, X, LinkedIn and Facebook. 

 
 

https://www.shm-afeela.com/
https://www.shm-afeela.com/
https://www.instagram.com/shmafeela/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrZW5b1KF8NddpWHPfc8pMw
https://x.com/shmAFEELA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sony-honda-mobility/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.facebook.com/shmAFEELA/

